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792 Reviews of Books 

illustrations and parallels drawn from varied peoples of antiquity and 
modern times, ranging from the inevitable Australians and Chinese to 
the North American Indians. 

The text for the last five chapters is furnished by the words of 
Apuleius : " I have approached the bounds of death ; I have trod the 
threshold of Proserpina, and, after passing through all the elements, I 
have returned again. At midnight I have seen the sun flashing with a 
brilliant light; I have approached the gods of heaven and hell and done 
them obeisance face to face." In these words Dr. de Jong apparently 
sees the key to the mysteries. In his elucidation of them he discusses 
ecstatic or hypnotic states, visions of the other world, tests by fire, 
optical illusions, materialization and suggestion — a wide range, in short, 
of real and spurious religious experiences among many peoples and sects. 
In a liberal spirit he treats with respect later mystics and visionaries, 
including Swedenborg and F. W. H. Myers. 

Now although we shall never know exactly the details of the various 
forms of initiation, probably everyone agrees that in them all the initiate 
was in some way by fasts, dreams, purificatory rites and other acts put 
into an ecstatic state in which he was especially responsive to sugges- 
tion. It is hard for the present reviewer to see that Dr. de Jong has 
gone beyond this in the explanations which he offers; his book is inter- 
esting and valuable in the collection which it offers of mystic and magical 
rites gathered from many sources; but edifying as it may be to observe 
similar practices arising at certain cultural stages among peoples widely 
separated by time and place, we must not forget that parallelism does not 
necessarily constitute explanation. 

It is to be regretted that the index of the book is wholly inadequate. 

Clifford H. Moore. 

The Acropolis of Athens. By Martin L. D'Ooge, Professor of the 
Greek Language and Literature in the University of Michigan. 
(New York and London: The Macmillan Company. 1908. Pp. 
XX, 405, v.) 

It is now twenty years since Kabbadias concluded the definitive exca- 
vation of the Acropolis. Some part of that long campaign Professor 
D'Ooge, as director of our school at Athens in 1886-1887, saw with his 
own eyes ; and he has twice returned for a sabbatical study of the sub- 
ject on the spot. 

But he is too wise to undertake even now a final history of the 
Acropolis; he proposes merely to " give a summary of the most important 
contributions to this history and to state the results of personal study 
of the site and of the ruins upon it ". In this modest venture his patience 
and painstaking have stood him in good stead; and the serious student 
will find the book packed with sifted facts which hitherto he has had to 
gather for himself from a wide range of writers in various tongues. 
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The text is helped out by ample illustration, including nine excellent 
full-page photogravures and seven plans. Some of these, however, have 
the key on the back where it can be of little use; and one (plan III.) is 
bound in upside down. 

The treatment is in the main chronological. After a brief account 
of the Hill in its natural features and as a pre-historic sanctuary, citadel 
and residence, there follow chapters on the Earliest Historic Period 
down to the Persian Destruction; from the Persian Destruction to the 
Age of Pericles ; the Age of Pericles ; the Temples on the Southern Slope 
and the Theatre; the Hellenistic and Roman Periods (Pausanias's Tour) ; 
from the Roman Period to the Present. There follow ten pages of notes 
(is the foot-note to be banished for good and all?) ; three appendices on 
the sources (including Frazer's translation of Pausanias on the Acrop- 
olis), the Pelargicon, and the Old Temple; and a fairly adequate index. 

The author is more concerned with outstanding facts than with recon- 
dite theory. He rarely dogmatizes. With the " problems ", his method 
is to state the various views ; rarely to give a casting vote. Doerpf eld's 
no-stage theory is "adopted as being highly probable"; but on the Old 
Temple he " agrees in most points with Michaelis ". He notes Doerp- 
feld's new view of the original plan of the Erechtheion — with a west 
half that (like the South Hall of the Propylaea) was never built; but 
expresses no judgment upon it. In the present stage of archaeological 
debate, it is just as well to have the open mind. 

Well as Professor D'Ooge has done his chosen work, the story of the 
Acropolis is yet to be told. The ineffable charm, the universal human 
interest of it has never yet been put in a book. It never can be until 
archaeologists are poets or poets are archaeologists. Then only may we 
hope to be shown the things " worth seeing " in their proper atmosphere. 
Yet one cannot but regret that our author has taken his task so severely ; 
that, after happily flinging open wide the Propylaea of our hopes on his 
first page, he gives us hardly another glint of the violet crown till we 
reach the last. For his last words are true : " To know the history of 
the Acropolis is to know not only the background of the history of 
Athens; it is also to know the beauty-loving spirit and brilliant genius 
of the people who dwelt in the city nobly built on the Aegean shore." 

J. Irving Manatt. 

Geschichte des HeUenistischen Zeitalters. Von Julius Kaerst. 
Zweiter Band, erste Halfte. Das Wesen des Hellenismus. 
(Leipzig und Berlin: B. G. Teubner. 1909. Pp. xii, 430.) 
Volume I. was reviewed in the October number of this journal for 
1902, pp. 100-103. It treated, in three books, of Die Hellenische Polis, 
Das Makedonische Konigtum, and Alexander der Grosse, political phi- 
losophy in the first two being followed in the third by condensed histor- 
ical narrative. This first half of volume II., also in three books, treats 



